WAR AND REVOLUTION                                26l
•
The Polish-Russian War
The French were not content with this result. They still dreamed of re-establishing a Russia which would give them the same support as they had had from the old regime before the war, and with their backing and assistance the Poles now pushed forward, and on May 8, 1920, took Kiev. This was but a brief success. The Russians rallied, drove them back and were soon at the gates of Warsaw. The French, thereupon, came to the assistance of the Poles, providing them with officers and munitions, and in their turn the Russians were driven back, but once more rallied and fought their enemies. The Peace of Riga in October ended this aimless campaign, and the Soviet, having at the same time made peace with Latvia, Esthonia and Lithuania and reoccupied the Crimea, turned now to face the desperate economic confusion and state of famine which were the cumulative results of war, revolution, years of drought, and hasty attempts to enforce their Communist theories. In destroying the " Capitalist system " they had destroyed most of its values and were now to discover that there was very little which could be transferred from the rich to the poor. For good or ill the new Communist society had to be built anew from the foundations.
It is pleasant to be able to record that the sufferings of Russia in these years struck a chord of sympathy and pity in the hearts even of those who detested -Bolshevism. Assistance was organized for the starving districts by the American Relief Administration under Mr. Hoover, which secured a grant from the U.S. Government, by Nansen and his Relief Committee and numerous charitable agencies. There was at this time an opportunity of peaceful economic arrangements being made between Soviet Russia, which stood in desperate need of imported manufactures and credit, and foreign countries which might have profited by supplying both. But the Russians believed Communism, to be good not only for themselves but for other people, and their loud advertisement of their desire for a world revolution and their undisguised efforts to stir up strife in neighbouring countries as a means to that end chilled and frightened the commercial world, which saw its own cherished institutions seriously threatened if thebe made tolerable to the Indian people and not too burdensome to the British is a question which it is very difficult to answer. Suppression is
